
Thousand Oaks Soaring Society

June 2014

TOSS is a District X Member of the Academy of Model Aeronautics, CharterClub # 1493

http://www.tosoaring.com/

Minutes of the Meeting Held 5/28/2014

Present were:

Bob Swet, Don Northern, Kyle Carmona,

Steve Miele, Mike Reagan, Gary Filice,

Dave Swain, Art Chmielewski, Martin

Usher

Treasury report:

$2,527.23 (after expenses for hats, shirts,
school permit).

Mike Reagan brought up the issue of this
year’s SC-2 contest:  Where will we have
the contest?  Will it be at Redwood, or
the new site, or at Fish Canyon? Our Sc-
2 date is in September 21

st
.  Lex Mierop

will be contacted about which field we
could use.

Winch line in the street issues:  The left
winch line broke, Martin was in the act
of fixing it, and the right winch then
broke causing the second line to drift
over the first line and into the street.  We
still have to be more responsive to this
situation and react quickly when a line

goes into the street.

Pictures were taken of all of the donated
equipment from Dave Butkovich, and
this equipment is to be put onto the
TOSS web site so that folks can evaluate
it and make decisions about what they
might want to purchase.  Pursuant to that
equipment donation, Gary Filice will
bring out the winch/retriever set-up to
the field, and if it proves out to be in
good working order, the equipment will
be passed over to Andy Tiffin.  This will
still require one club member to take the
older excess equipment from Andy and
hold it for the occasional off weekend
(when the majority of members are at a
contest, and only a few folks are at the
field).

We have more interest at TOSS in hand
launch activities.  There are about 10 or
11 members now actively flying hand
launch on the upper field.  The rule still
stands that those flying hand launch must
look out for larger craft before launching.
With the increased activity, it was dis-



cussed amongst some members that perhaps
we could have occasional hand launch con-
test days at the field in addition to the nor-
mal thermal contest days.  Lex Mierop is the
hand launch coordinator for the club, and he
has some ideas on this activity.  Anyone in-
terested in joining the hand launch activity,
please come to the upper field and ask ques-
tions.  The HLG folks will be glad to work
with you in getting started in a fun activity!

Bob Swet is giving technical assistance to
those members who are doing their LSF
slope flights.  These flights go up to 8
hours, and they require some planning as far
as power requirements for transmitter and
receivers.  Bob demonstrated the measure-
ment of current draw on transmitters and
receiver/servo set ups.  This is all being
done to assist those who need extra power
capacity in their TX and RX for up to 8
hour flights!

About Dave Butkovitch’s Planes and Stuff....

Steve and I (Martin) had a go at putting the pictures of Dave Butkovitch’s do-
nated planes onto the website. The result wasn’t too successful and it finally
pushed me into doing something about the club website. As you know it was
transitioned from the original format to a Wordpress format which gave it a lot
more visual appeal but turned it into a maintainance nightmare — it was a con-
stant problem with widgets that didn’t work, scripts that wouldn’t run and so on.
Fixing this will go in several phases. The first phase is to revive the old website
and bring it and the tools used to maintain it up to date. This also has the bene-
fit that its tablet and phone friendly (all too often the Wordpress site would not
render correctly due to errors or other problems with the cascading style sheets
provided with the templates). The Wordpress site is still active and accessible
and will be rebuilt over the next few weeks — I will strip out the static pages
and move them to the original site and use the Wordpress site (accessible from
the main site) for blogrolls and picture galleries.

Its a lot of messing around. The lesson here is “If it works, don’t mess with it” —
if we want to put videos on the ‘net upload ‘em to YouTube or something like
that!
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