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JUNE/JULY 

AMA Charter #1493    2017              www.tosoaring.com

  

NEXT CLUB MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26TH, 7:00 PM 

YOUR FEEDBACK IS WELCOME.  IF YOU HAVE SUGGESTIONS ON HOW WE CAN IMPROVE THE NEWSLETTER OR WEBSITE, 

PLEASE SUBMIT IDEAS, ARTICLES, OR PICTURES TO:  jmbillig@gmail.com  John Billig, Newsletter and Website Editor 

EVENTS: NO EVENTS 
SCHEDULED 

 

As of 6-28-17, $7,768.52 

(total in all accounts) 

It’s getting hot out at the flying 

fields. Be sure to stay hydrated 

and don’t forget your sunblock, 

hat and other sun protection. 

mailto:jmbillig@gmail.com
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David Swain, Steve Miele, Don Northern, Bob Van Landingham, Mike Reagan, 

Bob Swet, Mike Stern, Ron Creager, Martin Usher, Richard Mason, John Billig 

 

DELINEATOR CONES – It was agreed that more plastic cones are needed to help 

demarcation of the landing/launch zone separations. An addition of 10 to 20 more 

would help. Bob Swet will investigate. 

New 2017 TOSS Membership Forms – The new forms have been printed up by 

Steve Miele with the latest club information. A couple dozen will be needed for the 

KIOSK at the field for visitor information. New AMA membership forms are also 

needed for 2017. 

New Member John Billig – John has a diverse background and has already brought 

some fresh ideas including website design and operations. Did I mention that John has 

volunteered to take over Martin’s responsibilities regarding the website and 

newsletter operations? He is also an apiculturist/backyard gardener and is  

happy to discuss everything and anything dealing with bees and/or growing 

 fruit and vegetable at your own home. 

Lipo Battery Safety – One of our more experienced members had an incident while 

charging his 3000(+)mAh batteries. The charging was occurring in the garage, while the 

member was home. While accidents are not usually due to ONE error (think of the 

Titanic), in this incident the battery was not in a LiPo safe container, the charge current 

may have been excessive, while he was home, the member was not in the garage while 

the charging occurred. One saving grace to the incident was that the circuit breaker for 

the charger was on the same circuit as the alarm system and as soon as the alarm 

system lost power the monitoring company called to find out what happened. 

Sapwi Trails Flying Site Notoriety -TOSS is still in a probationary period at this 

location and we need to watch our P’s and Q’s. This is why we haven’t scheduled an 

SC2, a grand opening, etc. This however doesn’t preclude fliers from JOINING our club! 

And as a benefit of “joining” get to fly some awesome air. REMEMBER, NO LEFT TURN 

ENTRY, NO LEFT TURN EXIT! 
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Weed Abatement -CRPD has done lots of weed abatement but they are aware that 

more needs to be done and soon, Greg (CRPD) will return to do more. Have patience… 

NOTE:  Be aware where you park at the flying site.  One member noticed a branch that 

had come to rest on a hot exhaust pipe of his vehicle.  He could smell the smoldering 

wood. Make sure you are parked on a portion of the property that has little to no high 

brush that may come in contact of hot vehicle parts. 

Winch Pads -Concrete pads are all drilled with threaded Red Heads and are waiting 

to accept our equipment. Don and Gary are working to get every winch setup, “pad” 

ready. I have contacted our contractor, Chris about adding more decomposed granite 

at the concrete lip to reduce the trip hazard here. 

Sand Delivery -Non- clumping sand has been delivered, by CRPD to the landing area. 

TOSS will have a field day to sift and disburse this sand as evenly as possible over the 

60’ x 80’ artificial turf area. It is hoped that the sand will increase the time it takes for a 

TD plane to stop and decrease the likelihood of damage to the airframe on landing. 

TLG Launching -There has been some grumbling by the TD fliers that the DLG guys 

are using the artificial turf area for launching. This area is NOT for DLG launching. 

During on shore wind conditions, DLGs are to use the area in the South West part of 

the field. During off shore wind conditions, DLGs are to use the area in the North-West 

part of the field. Also, Redwood is available for DLG flying on Sundays. Sapwi is open to 

ALL on Monday to Saturday with TD having priority on Sunday. 

Gate Locks -Members are encouraged to dummy the lock behind them on the main 

gate and chain leading up to the TOSS field when using the park from Monday to 

Saturday.  The main gate and chain barricade will be left open during operating hours 

on Sunday’s.  

NEW TOSS Website – A new website is currently being constructed and is expected 

to be complete in the next few weeks.  Be sure to check it out and feel free to send 

your suggestions, articles, pictures and building tips, so we can include them on the 

website and future newsletters.  You can send to jmbillig@gmail.com  
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2x4 Synthetic Turf Frame -Some ideas were discussed to reduce damaging airframe 

impacts on approach to the South and North sides of the landing zone. Three fixes were 

proposed and more discussions and ideas to follow.  
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From the 101 freeway, take the 23 North and in 4 miles take the Tierra Rejada Rd. 

exit – Turn left on Tierra Rejada and go 3.2 miles to Countrywood Dr. – Turn left on 

Countrywood Dr. and then left on Timberdale Rd. – Make a final right on Sagewood 

Dr. and go 200ft to 11619 Sagewood Drive - Club House will be on your right.   

The Club House is across the street from 11619 Sagewood Dr. 

Club meetings are held on the last Wednesday of each month. 
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Sapwi Trails is a new site, recently constructed by CRPD. TOSS has the use of the 

Upper Terrace, a large flat area off Westlake Blvd. Our use of the field is subject to a 

Memorandum of Understanding with CRPD.  The terms of which must be strictly 

adhered to. 

 Access to the site is through a gated entrance off Westlake Blvd.  Sailplane 

pilots are to make a right turn into the entrance when arriving and a right turn back 

onto Westlake Blvd. when leaving. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES MAY ANYONE 

ENTERING OR LEAVING THE SITE MAKE A LEFT TURN ONTO OR OFF WESTLAKE 

BLVD. We are also not allowed to stop on Westlake Blvd. when accessing the site. 

Note that all left turn pockets on the hill are signed no U-turn with the first legal U 

turn being at the top of the hill by the North Ranch Community Center. 

 Flying at this field is restricted to TOSS members and guests, all of which must 

be covered by AMA insurance – that is, paid up TOSS/AMA members. This site, like 

Redwood, is for non-powered models only – NO ELECTRICS OR ASSISTED LAUNCH 

PLANES. 

The launch/land area will be used for cross country meets – youth sports and 

as at Redwood we must defer to organized sporting activities. These events are 

expected to be sporadic and occur during the week so probably won’t affect us. 

There are houses to the north of the field in a gated community (Montecito 

Ave.) DO NOT FLY NEAR OR ABOVE THESE HOUSED. ALSO DO NOT FLY AT LOW 

ALTITUDE OVER WESTLAKE BLVD. 

Access to the site is through two locked gates.  The padlock combinations are 

not published. Although we’re allowed to use the field any day, we typically fly 

regularly on Sunday mornings when the field gates are usually left unlocked. 

Although the grass in the flying area is cut regularly, the site is still 

undeveloped. The surface is like a slope site with weeds and foxtail, so both fliers and 

their planes need to be prepared accordingly. 


