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Finally, a contest day which did justice to flying in Southern
California. Blue, cloudless skies, no haze or marine layer,
mild temperatures. Also, no soccer tournaments, baseball
games, runaway sprinkler systems or other problems that
have bedeviled flying at Redwood in recent weeks.

Too bad about the lift. There was a steady breeze of about
5-10mph from the West which seemed to inhibit thermal
formation. The only consistent lift was to the south of
Gainsbourgh Rd. or downwind over Hendrix (not for the
faint-hearted). People flying their normal haunts to the
north of the field found that there just wasn’t anything con-
sistent there.

Edgar acted as CD and set the contest up as four rounds

of 6 minutes each (“Flown in any order”) scoring 900 on
time and 100 on landing. This simplified the organization
somewhat and allowed people to concentrate on checking
and re-lining the winch sets that we intend to use for the
SC2 contest later this month. Contestants had the choice
of no less than four full sets of winches.

The contest was on the whole uneventful except for a cou-
ple of incidents. Mike Stern landed his Banshee hard on
the first round and caused the servo tray to come loose - a
trivial problem but one that couldn’t be fixed. Brian Filice,
flying Charlie’s oversize Paramount, came down early on
the second round, got caught by a wind gust and dumped
it on the bank causing some damage to the fuse.�

Results of Monthly Competition - June 1999
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Left - Gary launching the Paramount
Right - The line of winches

(More pictures inside......)
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Smith Hill

There’s been quite a lot of talk in meetings about this site with Gary Felice spearheading
an effort to get permission from the landowners to fly there so we could make it a real
(AMA insured) flying site. He’s got stymied because of some confusion as to who to ap-
proach. The hill appears to be owned by two people - the bottom one third to one half is
owned by the person who lives in the house to the south and the top part is owned by the
developer of the new housing tract behind the hill. Then there’s the homeowners’ associa-
tion of that development.......

What we do know is that the hill proper will not be built on because of the generic ban on
ridgeline development and the unsuitability of the soil on that slope to extensive grading.
The lower part can be developed but in order to do this Lone Oak would have to be im-
proved with a cul-de-sac turnaround space, something that will be both expensive to do
and require the cooperation of the homeowners on the south side of Lone Oak (apparently
very unlikely)(the person who lives in the house at the bottom is definitely   not interested in
having his yard reduced and his view screwed up)..

In the meantime the fliers are gradually returning to the site. In recent weeks regulars from
the old days have been flying there and the site is beginning to look like it did in a few years
ago with a flat launch area and informal paths radiating out through the grass to where the
planes land. The development has improved the front of the hill by altering the drainage
patterns so that most of the vegetation is rough grass on the hill front instead of the large
patch of mustard that used to dominate the center. Lift is still very much as it always has
been with a ‘U’ shaped band, lift being relatively close in to left and right and quite far out in
the center. The center air is usually very dead, OK to fly through at speed but not a good
idea to linger in hoping for lift.

The city council regards glider flying as a benign recreational activity and so has no objec-
tion to people flying from this hill. They do not want people driving up the track, though, so
fliers should park at the bottom (preferably without blocking or otherwise annoying the peo-
ple who live down there) and walking up the hill. Fliers should be careful of the wildlife; not
only is the hill used by horse riding folk but you are quite likely to surprise a rattlesnake
while retrieving a plane.�

Left - Norm and his very distinctive 4 meter
DG-300. It is worth visiting the hill just to see
this plane fly!

Right - Duane and a couple of his
planes. One’s a nondescrip poly - a
Sprit, I think - and the other’s a more or
less home brew sloper built from a Con-
tender wing and scratch fuse and tail.
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Top - Another picutre of that monster.
Right Top - We’ve got a new scoreboard (at last)
Right - A group of pilots ‘relaxing’ between rounds
Right Bottom - Art in repairing/relining/refitting and generally re-
furbishing yet another set of winch lines
Bottom - Charlie taking on the role of model for a professional
photographer who came to the field a couple of weeks ago. The
model is on a high start, he did manage to hold the pose for some
seconds before launching it.


