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S pend, spend, spend.......

Miles Moran turned up with a ‘Real Balls’

conversion kit for a Ford Longshaft starter
motor (a.k.a. ‘winch motor’). This kit has two
end plates and a spacer, the plates housing
ball bearings capable of handling the
abnormal axial and longtitudinal loads caused
by using a starter motor as a sailplane winch.
The components were machined from dural
billets. The bush holding piece was
particularily impressive as it had deep grooves
machined on it to act as heat sink fins.

The effect of this conversion is to radically
decrease the friction inside the motor. This
gives smoother operation, “more power” and
longer usable battery life.

Miles paid $150 for it at the SW Regionals and
said that the club could buy it if it wished. A
motion was made and carried to purchase.

Discussion then turmed to preparations for the
SC? round to be hosted by TOSS. Although
this is at the end of May experience has
shown that we need to get everything ready
for this well in advance. Specific items brought
up were.....

¢ We need to purchase a new set of winch
and retriever lines. | volunteered to do this
because the supplier was in the Valley not
far from where | work. The winch lines
come from ‘Braided Products (Lassen and

Napa) who do 185Ib ‘Glider Line’ and from
‘Owen Mills’ (14500 Calvert - 3 blocks W of
Van Nuys). Retriever line is 65Ib, winch
line is braided 200Ib (preferred) or 2501Ib.
We need 4 spools of winch line and 6
spools of retriever (about $100 worth).

The competition needs 8 batteries. We
currently only have 4 ‘good’ ones.

The competition needs 10 good trophies.
Once again, Charlie got volunteered to
look into it.

We should try and ‘secure’ Redwood for
this date. People were concerned that
there would be something like a soccer
tournament that would appear without
notice.

Other matters related to the competition
were also discussed - for example, how to
get a portable toilet without paying the
going rate for it!




We expect 50-60 fliers for this event.
Preparing for it depletes the treasury but the
event should go some way to restoring the
funds. '

Edgar also discussed further the cross
country. We reckon that the best time to hold
this would be the first Saturday in June. Miles
volunteered to check with the AMA coordinator
to see if we can book this date. Edgar
reckoned that we could get about 20 entries,
more if we set it up as a qualifier for LSF cross
country tasks.

March Competition
Report

'I' he contest was held as scheduled on
3/9. The morning was clear, warm and
dry. The wind was initially calm or very

light from the north-east but people arriving
for the competition said that there were strong
offshore winds blowing to the north in Simi
Valley and Moorpark. The wind picked up as
the competition started and blew from the east
at around 10mph for most of the competition.
It died down and became onshore towards the
end of the morning.

The winches were laid out in the normal
direction with the tumarounds to the west of
the field, so that launches were downwind.
This did not seem to cause anyone any
probiems.

Lift was patchy. There was little thermal
activity near the ground and areas of very
strong sink. Higher up there was quite large
areas of lift at the west and north west corners
of the field. Many people kept in the air by
sloping off the hill to the west of the site.
Three people got caught behind the hill and
lost planes on the hill. Art McNamee got
caught on the ridge to the right of the hill, Gary|
Filice came down right on the top on the water
tank and Bill Karp’s Magic went behind the hill
and was lost (at the time of writing it hasn’t
been located).

Don Northern, the CD, set up two
competitions. The first was an up/down
contest without a timer, the winner being the
person that could land closest to one and a
half minutes. The prize for this contest - won
by Gary Filice - was a sweep of an extra dollar
on the contest fee. The other competition was
a conventional three round TD, rounds of 5, 7
and 9 minutes with the landing on a 25’ tape
counting only 10 points of the total.
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