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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It has been another great year of soaring at TOSS!  Great contests, fun club day, wonderful year-end
party, and just good old fun.  We have seen some new members come on board, and of course the sad
loss of another old-timer, Larry Jimenez.  I look forward to another great year of flying, and I hope we
can continue to improve the club for all of the membership.

The TOSS officers want to thank the TOSS membership for participating in the 2004 survey.  This sur-
vey was developed in order to allow the officers of the club to get a better understanding of the current
membership’s thoughts and ideas on various topics.  The response was excellent, with 20 out of 37 sur-
veys being returned.  The number of responses seems to represent the approximate number of active
members. This survey will be used as a tool during the next several business meetings to implement
positive changes in the hopes of making the club a better organization.

I will not attempt to go into great survey detail here, but to highlight a few of the more important issues;
the survey suggests that some changes ought to be made. One of the biggest changes will be in the
way the club’s monthly meetings are conducted.

Historically, the monthly meeting has been business orientated, and therefore has attracted very few
members since business can be pretty cut and dry!  We want this to change! Therefore, starting with the
club meeting on January 28th, 2004, the business portion of the meeting will be started at 6:30 pm and
promptly ended at 7:30 pm, at which time the non-business (FUN) portion of the meeting begins and
runs till whenever.  It is at the non-business portion of the meeting where we cover the projects we bring
in to work on, have guest speakers, show videos, or just have general fellowship.  I feel this is a good
thing since there is little time otherwise for us to gather and exchange information or to just talk gliders!
But, as always, all members are welcomed to attend the business portion.  Otherwise please plan on be-
ing there at 7:30.

And by the way, as noted in our last monthly TOSS newspaper, we have a new meeting  location!
Thanks to the efforts of Craig Borstelmann, we have a really great meeting room:  Well lit, quiet, large
tables, plenty of chairs, food and coffee service, and no time limit!  This is something we have needed
for a long time, and it will be an asset for the club in general.  One final note on the meetings, the mem-
bers seem generally to favor having the raffles back again as participation at club meetings increases.
So, come one, come all!

A few other items of interest in the survey involve safety at the field, overall club membership size and
participation, and method of TOSS newspaper delivery.  Let me clarify the last item:  There are many
members who would rather receive the paper via regular mail as opposed to electronically.  What do
they say, “a bird in the hand”?  I think we will send all members a hard copy of the newspaper via regular
mail as well as via E-mail.  That way, members have a choice, and it is ensured that all members are

(Continued on page 2)
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kept informed on what is going on with their club.

As for field safety, the officers of the club have drawn up a more formalized diagram of our field layout
for the purposes of field usage.  This layout includes areas for HLG activity on the upper field, launch
areas for winch and bungee, and landing areas for winch and bungee.   Along with that diagram are the
ELEVEN COMMANDMENTS of TOSS FIELD ETIQUITE.  We are not trying to be over-controlling with
this more formalized format, but only to further ensure we have safe usage of the field that will help us
keep our flying site.  As a chartered AMA club, TOSS has a responsibility for safety first when it comes
to flying.

Since becoming president three seasons ago, I have had a goal of increasing the club size to the point
where we have a large enough member base to ease the task of carrying on club operations.  As you all
know, we host two organized competitions per year.  These include the built up bent wing and the SC-2
contest.  These contests as well as a few other fun events require participation and help from members.
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!  Without your help, we would not be able to do these events.  They are good
for the club since they bring in revenues and increase the exposure of our sport.  Too few members
means that everyone is working, no one is having fun!

Think Lift!

(Continued from page 1)
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TOSS FLYING FIELD SAFTEY AND COURTESEY GUIDELINES                                                                                                         

TOSS MEMBERS, IN ORDER TO INCREASE THE CHANCES OF KEEPING OUR  FIELD AT REDWOOD MIDDLE
SCHOOL PLEASE OBSERVE THESE 11 COMMANDMENTS OF FIELD ETIQUETTE. REMEMBER THIS IS SUP-
POSED TO BE A FUN ACTIVITY, WE ARE ALL AMBASSADORS TO A GREAT SPORT AND THAT A LITTLE COUR-
TESEY GOES A LONG WAY

1) THIS FIELD IS RESTRICTED TO NON-POWERED AIRCRAFT. YOU CAN FLY ELECTRICS AT SMITH HILL
2) PLEASE DO NOT LOITER OVER THE LAUNCH AREA AFTER YOU HAVE COMPLETED YOUR LAUNCH.  PLEASE
MAKE ROOM FOR THE NEXT PERSON’S LAUNCH AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
3) DO NOT FLY THROUGH THE LAUNCH AREA UNLESS YOU ARE ABOVE THE TYPICAL LAUNCH HEIGHT
4) PLEASE ANNOUNCE [OUT LOUD] YOUR INTENT TO LAUNCH YOUR AIRCRAFT. CHECK FOR CLEARANCE BE-
FORE LAUNCHING. THIS INCLUDES BYSTANDERS, PETS AND LOW FLYING TRAFFIC.
5) AVOID FLYING LOW OVER ROOFS, POWER LINES AND ALONG THE STREET PARALLEL TO THE FIELD
6) IF YOU LAND ON PRIVATE PROPERTY CONTACT THE HOMEOWNER BEFORE TRYING TO RETRIEVE THE
PLANE.  DO NOT CLIMB POWER POLES TO RETRIEVE PLANES. CONTACT TREE SERVICE TO RETRIEVE
PLANES THAT ARE CLEARLY OUT OF REACH.
7) FOLLOW THE ABOVE LAUNCH/LAND PATTERNS FOR NORMAL WIND CONDITIONS. DIRECTIONS ARE RE-
VERSED FOR NORTH/EAST WIND DAYS
8) HAND LAUNCH GLIDERS SHOULD BE FLOWN ON THE UPPER FIELD WHEN IT IS NOT BEING USED BY
OTHER SPORTS. THIS AVOIDS TOSSING ONE’S PLANE UP INTO THE LANDING APPROACH AREA NEAR THE
SLOPE.
9) HIGH STARTS CAN BE STRUNG UP ALONG THE SLOPE PARALLEL TO THE LANDING AREA. LANDING AIR-
CRAFT HAVE THE RIGHT-OF-WAY. WAIT FOR CLEARANCE BEFORE LAUNCHING ON THE HIGH START.
10) AVOID DISPUTES WITH OTHER USERS OF THE FIELD. CONTACT A CLUB OFFICER TO DISCUSS OR SETTLE
DISPUTES WITH OUR FIELD PERMIT. MEMBERS SHOULD CARRY A COPY OF THE PERMIT WITH THEM AT ALL
TIMES.
11) INEXPERIENCED PILOTS SHOULD ONLY FLY UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF EXPERIENCED PILOTS. IF A
NEW PIL0T INTENDS TO CONTINUE FLYING WITH TOSS THEY MUST BECOME A MEMBER OF AMA.
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December’s contest was held twice. The orogi-
nal contest on the 14th got rained out after a
couple of rounds. The following Sunday every-
one who was in the contest showed up to fly so
we decided to restart and complete the contest.
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November’s meeting was the first held at the new location
(see the map on the back cover). It was the evening be-
fore Thanksgiving so attracted only a few members.

Notes taken at the meeting (by Charlie — thanks) covered
the “Treasurer’s Report” — or how much money we had in
the bank (about $1300) and a number of administrative
issues. These included:-

• Reorganization of club officers (Gary)
• Trying to get a key to the East gate at Redwood

(Gary)
• Possible club projects and participation incentives

(Craig)
• Alternative soaring sites, specifically whether we could

either improve Paramount to make it more suitable for
TD flying and whether we should actively look for an
additional flying site

• A discussion on what’s going on in the vicinity of
Smith Hill and whether we could approach the TO City
Council about possible improvements to the site

• A discussion on the need to review and re-write the
club bye-laws

Subsiquent to the the meeting, and in response to the sur-
vey, it was decided to separate the social and business
components of the meeting (see Gary’s article at the be-
ginning of this newsletter).

It was also decided by a quorum of fliers at the January
monthly contest that starting this February we should
move our club contest from the second Sunday of the
month to the third Sunday to allow participation in other
local contests.

A couple of scenes from the January contest. Above we
have Jim Pendegrass posing for the camera after win-
ning the Sportsman class. On the right we have a typical
Winter scene at a flying field in Southern California.

DON’T FORGET........ THE NEXT CLUB CONTEST WILL BE ON THE THIRD           
SUNDAY IN FEBRURARY — THAT’S FEBRUARY 15th



& �� � � � � ��	Next Meeting: Wednesday,  January 28th at Blue Oak Avenue (NEW LOCATION)
Club Contest: Sunday,  February 15th at Redwood

Thousand Oaks Soaring Society
Martin Usher
3081 Roundup Circle,
Thousand Oaks, CA91360

Directions:-

Exit Lynn Rd off ramp from the 101 Fwy and head south away from
the Oaks Mall. At the first light make a left on Greenmeadow Drive (as
if you were going to the Cameron Center). Make a right on Kenwood
and a right on Springwood. Then make a right onto Blue Oak Ave and
keep to the right. Park in any open stall and then walk down the stairs
towards the pool. Meeting room is next to the pool.


