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October’s Monthly Contest

Three rounds:-

First: 5 minutes, 900 time (3 points/sec), 100 landing
Second: 9 minutes, 900 time (1.6 points/sec), 100 landing
Third: 9 minutes, 900 time (1.6 points/sec), 100 landing

Conditions clear, warm, little wind - very comfortable for flying. Lift
was rather patchy.

Above - Art launching his Addiction - for once we catch the plane in mid-shot!

Left - A small black and white photo (photocopied as well - good way to lose reso-
lution that!) doesn’t do justice to Bill Karp’s “Flaming Psyco” color scheme. Now,
does it fly as good as it looks? (The color scheme is orange fading to red - it looks
a bit as if the plane flew into a curtain covered with wet paint).
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So here it is again, almost midnight and I am
typing another article for our newsletter.  This
one happens to be about Visalia Fall Soaring
Festival hosted by CVRC on October 3rd and
4th.  As usual, this was another wonderful con-
test that was ran smoothly making it one of the
premier contests in the United States.  With the
new generation of hosts in place you might ex-
pect that there would be many problems.  But
there wasn't.  The only confusion resulted from
the reassignment of flight groups which caused
shuffling of timer/pilot teams.

Saturday's schedule consisted of four rounds
varying in tasks from 3 to 7 minutes at one point
per second and landings consisting of three con-
centric circles ranging from about 6 feet in diam-
eter to 1 foot in diameter and were worth 20, 40
and 80 points.  The good point for landings was
that between the line and the berm, you received
5 points as long as you landed on the grass and
went around the corner cones.  For the most
part, the wind was light but launching and land-
ing were done in the down wind conditions.  This
proved to be a challenge for most pilots as usual
especially when watching the number of gliders
flipping over on landing.  Lift was mild, challeng-
ing but not impossible.  However, there were al-
lot of pilots who failed to get all their times in-
cluding yours truly.

After all four rounds were completed, the re-
maining spectators were treated to a Hand
Launch Contest consisting of three segments.
The first was two groups of mass launch with the
first three planes down were eliminated.  This
was followed by a closed distance course that
was marked by four pylons.  You had to launch
from within and catch you plane within the box
as well.  The top 6 entries then moved  on to the
last segment which consisted of speed runs.
Though I can not remember the winners, let me
just say it was interesting to see the strategies

as well as entertaining.  Side note: During last
year's HLG event it was Larry Jimenez's
Paragon that was almost taken out by a HLG.
Surprising, the same thing happened again this
year, but it Mike Stern's glider who just hap-
pened to parked right next to Larry's.

Sunday was another nice day with mild winds
and lift.  It was nice to primarily launch in upwind
conditions.  We were to fly a 3, 8 and 4 minutes
in that order.  With lift being very mild, CVRC
permitted themselves to swap the 4 and 8 min-
utes flights at the cost of $500 of raffle tickets
sales.  This was so successful, it was overheard
that next year contest may by all 30 minute
rounds with the contests being able to buy down
times with the purchase of raffle tickets.

Besides the excellent competition, there was a
multitude of vendors present showing/selling
their wares.  Also, many contestants were selling
"previously" flown aircraft.  If you had cash,
many ways of leaving it behind were provided.
And before I forget, there many demonstration
flights made by various electric planes ranging
from Zagi's to Speed 400 to Scale "bird dog" to
Edgar's foamy which was usually seen flying in
the hover mode.  There was even a home built
electric which had 6 motors and sounded like a
swarm of angry bees.

To wrap this up, I had a good time along with all
the other pilots.  I would like to thank CVRC for
another fine contest.  And if you have never ex-
perienced a Fall Soaring Fest, I highly recom-
mend that you put it on your must do for next
year.

Final note:  TOSS members did manage to
place 2nd  (Don McNamee) and 3rd (Don North-
ern) in Nostalgia again this year.  Our club was
well represented this year with 11 pilots compet-
ing with at least one person in every class.  Bob

Bob’s Adventures in Visalia
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A reminder. TOSS’s AGM is in November so we will be looking for nominations for officers
during the October meeting (the nominations are published in the November newsletter
which you should get about 10 days before the meeting).

If you are interested in any position then you should either plan to turn up at the October
meeting or let someone know. We have also threatened in the past to open nominations to
people who are not present at the meetings (and don’t necessarily know that they’ve been
nominated for anything) but its probably not polite to do this. Most officer positions are


